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By the Roman law they could not be charged with the
duties of a tutela so long as their functions lasted.30
Other notices bring the Asiarchs before us as taking
part in various public works. Thus in an inscription of
Smyrna, now at Oxford, Chersiphron the Asiarch under-
takes the laying out of the gardens for the palm-grove
at Smyrna. Sometimes they were concerned in the
erection of honorary monuments; as Crispus the Asiarch
examined the accounts for the erection of a statue to the
Emperor Caracalla at Magnesia, on the Mseander; Apollo-
dorus, an Asiareh, and a man of senatorial rank, in con-
junction with the most honourable (a&oXoyomrrov) Claudius
Bassus, undertook the erection of an honorary statue at
Miletus; Numatius, the scribe and Asiarch of Ephesus,
paid the expenses towards erecting a monument in honour
of M. Julius Aurelius Dionysius, who had been himself
"twice Asiarch.
It is not surprising to find in various notices of an-
other kind, public honours paid to Asiarchs, as the office
was held by men of great estimation. Thus, in an in-
scription of Thyatira, an honorary statue is raised to
Annianus the Asiarch, chief priest of the Emperors, who
is called " the best man of the most illustrious nation of
Asia, and the first man of his country" (i.e. Thyatira) -}
and in another, at Philadelphia, M. Aurelius Manilius
Alexander is designated as "the most honourable
lie was worshipped as Jove: he had oil a snow-white stole
ornamented with gold, a costly crown on his head, an ebony
sceptre in his hand, and white sandals on his feet. (Ibid., 286,
287.) The same author tells us that the Emperor Diocletian
celebrated the Olympian games in the habit of an Alytarch,
except that in place of the white silk robe of the Alytarchj he
wore a gown of purple ; and beheld the games with the sacred
staff in his hand, and made adoration to the people at Antioch.
(Ibid., p. 310.)
30 See the quotation from Modestinus.

